
 

                                                                           From Your Pastor 
Dear Parishioners and friends, 

 First, I would like to greet you with a message of peace, hope and Love as we are now 

in this new year of 2023. It is imperative for every responsible believer to look at last year with 

gratefulness and the new year with great optimism.   

 As the past year ends, we are again provided with a new beginning, and that is the normal course of life. 

At this point, it is important to understand that we as people of God, and with membership in Our Lady of Grace 

church, have a very important role in building the Kingdom of God here on earth with eyes set towards the     

heavenly kingdom. 

 As I often say, every situation is without perfection and only with the grace of God we can find joy and 

happiness. We make our choices to be happy, but we always depend on the grace of God to live in the spirit of  

joyfulness. I am not telling anyone that this year, 2023, will be the best year for all of us, but what I can assure  

everyone is we will surely see changes to make our parish grow in the better sense of the word. As your pastor, I 

am looking forward with optimism and a positive outlook of what is to become a church relevant for the future of 

this faith community. 

 May I invite you with a greater understanding  and a good sense of cooperation to build this church as  

people of God and workers in the vineyard, with joy and with gladness. I urge everyone to participate in ministries 

or in whatever capacity you can and make the household of God stable and meaningful. Part of our calling as    

disciples of Christ is to be partners as laborers, builders, and reapers of the good harvest.  

 “The harvest is great, and the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into  His harvest.” {Lk. 10;1-12} 

 We are so blessed with God’s grace, but with it also comes our responsibility to live our faith within the 

community. We are called to proclaim in word and in deed with dynamic spirit, making the word alive by our      

actions and participation. This is the only way we can tell the world that we are indeed the church of Christ here on 

earth. Our Lady of Grace Church is our faith community, our spiritual home and we are a people belonging to 

God. 

  My great desire is to create a sacred environment for the faithful who can worship with dignity and pride 

and enjoy a better appreciation of their God given gifts through stewardship. My hope and prayer is that we can 

move forward to a deeper understanding of our faith and improve our relationship with God and with one another. 

 Truly in Christ, 

Fr. Erwin  
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RCIA to OCIA 
 

     The RCIA process, or the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is the 
process to bring   individuals over the age of 7 into the Church.  There was 
recently a change in the name. The Bishops are returning to a translation 
which is closer to the Latin word ordo which is the beginning of the title 
when written in Latin (Ordo initiationis christianæ adultorum).  The word 
Ordo is more closely translated to Order instead of Rite.  We now have the 
OCIA or  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
     Another advantage to the name change is that the name now reflects that 
OCIA is not a single rite but a process by which an individual is            
transformed. Several rites are celebrated in the process as an individual 
comes to know Christ and is ready to carry out the mission of Christ in their 
life. What a difference a word can make! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sarah is journeying toward the Sacraments of Initiation 

along with her family, parish sponsor Charlene Wolf, and 

the OCIA team.  Please keep Sarah in your prayers. 

Welcome  

Sarah  

Fontanez 

Our  

Catechumen 



  

  

New Parishioners  

Nov.-Dec. 2022 

Mrs. Gloria Cartagena 
Mrs. Carolyn Cicalese 
Ms. Carolyn Conte & Timothy 
Yedlick 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Barbara 
Corcoran 
Mr. Richard DeSantis 
Mr. & Mrs. Romeo & Nelida  
Enrique 
Ms. Linda Fogg 
Mrs. Claire Heck & family 
Mrs. Joanne Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack & Shannon   
Levine & family 
Ms. Angela Madden 
Mrs. Valerie Moysey & family 
Mr. Carmela Sousa 
Ms. Frances Villacastin 
Mr. & Mrs. Virgilio & Isabel 
Yamat & family 
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Pastor Plans Sacred Space Improvement Project 
     Father Erwin and a committee of parishioners are undertaking a project to    

improve the sacred space in Our Lady of Grace Church. 

     It will be a design-build project taken under the guidance of the diocesan     

director of construction. The project will consist of three main parts: the sanctuary,  

replacement of the air conditioning system and in the  future, an exterior portico 

covering the main entrance to the church.  

     The project began as an effort to establish clear focus on the mysteries we    

celebrate in the Liturgy. Thus, the focus in the sanctuary will be on a large        

crucifix, the altar, the ambo from which Scriptures are read, the celebrant, and 

when the priest is not present, the tabernacle.  

     The sanctuary platform itself will become wider and with reduced extension 

into the pew area. There will be space for a new statue of Our Lady of Grace,   

already carved in the Philippines. The choir, organ, etc., will move away from the 

altar to the front of the east wing. 

     As planning progressed, it became clear that new air conditioners and ducts 

should be installed. The current air conditioning system (three 10-ton units) is 

original of  unknown vintage. It is inefficient, and requires frequent repairs. The 

church was dedicated in 1970. Likewise, years of dust and grit have taken their toll 

on the ceiling and floor surfaces. The design calls for new acoustic ceiling tiles 

and vinyl plank flooring. Thematic stained-glass windows are being proposed for 

the east wing. 

     Future plans include a sturdy, exterior portico that will serve two purposes. It 

will provide shelter from weather at the main door for parishioners, for funeral 

entourages, and so on. It also will add security, preventing hooligans from forcing 

entrance through the front door. 

     During the construction phase, we will be celebrating Masses and other        

services in the Parish Life Center. 

     The general contractor designated by the diocese and working with the pastor is 

Image Construction of New Port Richey. Father Erwin awaits a final proposal, 

design, costs and Bishop Parkes’ permission to proceed; all are expected within 

the next several months. The goal is to complete the entire project so that we can 

celebrate the Parish’s 60th anniversary in October 2024 with Mass in the renovated 

Church. 

     Please pray, that the Holy Spirit will grant wisdom in planning, that St. Joseph 

will guide the craftsmen, that Guardian Angels will watch over their safety, and 

that Our Lady of Grace will intercede for sufficient resources to complete this  

project, all for the greater glory of God. 
Ben Langer 

60th Celebration in 
the Works 

     The 60th anniversary of Our 
Lady of Grace will be here in 
2024 and planning for it has 
begun.  We ask everyone to 
work on this project as a     
community to make this a    
special event.   
     We are in need of           
committees to plan and make 
this something we can all be 
proud of.  Make this an         
opportunity to get together to 
meet others.  Suggestions are 
welcome for a “Catchy Theme” 
name, an anniversary book, and 
any other ideas.  Old pictures 
and anecdotes of previous years 
are welcome as well.  To join a 
committee or to share your   
ideas, please send an email to: 
60anniversary 
@ourladyofgracefl.org    

Children’s Faith Formation: Saintly Fun! 

On Sunday October 30th the children in 

the Faith Formation program celebrated 

all the Saints. Many of the students 

dressed as Saints and shared what they knew about that Saint.  After our prayer the children 

participated in Dancing with the Saints, Halo Toss, Saints Guessing jars and SAINTS Bingo.   

Are you signed up 

for FORMED? 
1. Go to https://

signup.formed.org/  

 to subscribe. 

2. Enter our parish zip code. 

3. Enter your name and email 

 address. You’re in!  

mailto:60anniversary@ourladyofgracefl.org
mailto:60anniversary@ourladyofgracefl.org
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Getting to know  

Evelyn Cruz & Pat McGuinness 
     When you spend some time with married couple Evelyn Cruz and Pat McGuinness 

you definitely come away feeling joyful! Originally coming from Albany, New York, Pat 

and Evelyn moved to Citrus County in 2015 after having previously lived in Kissimmee, 

St. Cloud and then Lakeland. They settled in Citrus Hills and began attending Our Lady 

of Grace.  Evelyn’s mother, who is  also a parishioner, attended the 12:30 Spanish Mass 

and Evelyn and Pat began to attend with her.  

     Evelyn and Pat can be found Sunday morning in the Parish Life Center busy sharing 

joy and their talents.  Evelyn teaches English to adults in the Spanish  community during 

Faith Formation time and then afterwards can be found helping some of the children with 

their homework. Pat can be seen monitoring the door during Faith Formation greeting our children and  assisting adults 

that may have questions or concerns. Evelyn enjoys helping with events and special assignments in the Spanish     

Community.  Pat can be found on the parish grounds helping at set up and tear down for the monthly Flea Market and 

helping Moises with tasks that need to be completed around the parish buildings and grounds.  Pat is a member of the 

Knights of Columbus and both Pat and Evelyn are active members of the Elks. Serving others brings joy to them. 

     Pat and Evelyn believe that in serving others you learn, develop relationships, and are nourished in spirit. Their   
philosophy is that by giving and sharing the gifts God has given you, you receive so much more in return.  How can 
they not be joyful and joy filled!  Sharing that joy is their great gift.  Next time you are visiting the Parish Life Center 
on Sunday morning just listen for the laughter.  Pat & Evelyn will be there!   

Our Lady of Grace Community of Catholic Women 
 

Serving Our Parish and Community 
     We began our year with a visit from the Mobile Pregnancy Bus and a 
stuff the trunk collection for the Pregnancy and Family Life Center in      
September. The bus has a mobile ultrasound  machine and can travel to 
events to offer free services. 
     The ladies supported the Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser by providing      
delicious desserts. In November, we had a Plant and Jewelry Sale at the Flea 
Market. This was a fun and successful venture. In December we celebrated 
the birth of Jesus with the Baby Jesus Luncheon. We bring clothes, diapers 
and all baby items for the Pregnancy Center and have a  delicious lunch and 
cookie exchange. All ladies of the parish are invited to attend our functions.   
     We recently lost three beloved members: Marie Klun, Florence Weldon               
and Jane Trainor. May they rest in Peace for all eternity!      God bless and 
see you soon.  Cathy Hoyer, President 

Opportunities to Gather and Grow  
 There are several opportunities here at Our Lady of Grace for you to enter into community and deepen your faith.  

   *This coming Lent we are offering a series called Into His Likeness: Be Transformed as a 

Disciple of Christ through our Small Christian Communities.  This is your opportunity to 

learn how to move from being simply a “fan” to a disciple who has taken on the very likeness 

of  Jesus Christ.  This study will be a help in the transformation from “Where am I right 

now?” to “What am I made for?”  Sign up will begin the week of January 28-29 as Lent is 

early this year.  Please watch the bulletin and listen for announcements at Mass.   

   *On the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month Coffee & Conversation takes place 9:10 in the 

Parish Life Center. See the bulletin for topics to be discussed.  

   *Grief Support Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 5:00 in the PLC. Come and join a group that 

seeks to find joy in life each day through learning, shared stories, support, and scripture.  

   *The Wednesday morning 11:30 Bible Study continues with the study of Matthew. Even if you have not been with us for      

previous sessions, you are always welcome to join the gathering. 

  *Other opportunities to watch for in the spring will be evening or weekend presentations of Presence: The Mystery of the 
Eucharist in English or Spanish.   

  *We will be showing Season 3 of The Chosen beginning January 16th at 11:30.  
We will offer an evening showing in the spring.  Watch the bulletin for details. 



Our Lady of Grace  

Our Lady of Grace  

Beverly Hills , Florida 

6 Roosevelt Blvd 

Beverly Hills, FL 34465 

 
 

Phone:  352-746-2144 

Fax: 352-746-6892 
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parishoffice@ourladyofgracefl.org 
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Mass times:  Saturday 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00, 10:30, 12:30 

Aren't Surprises  
Wonderful!  

At the food pantry’s December    
distribution, our food pantry patrons 
were gifted the extra surprise of a 
beautiful centerpiece perfect for 
their Christmas celebration. One of 
our regular volunteers,  Mary    
Hubbard, had the idea, and then 
picked from her own gardens (and a 
few of her neighbors) holly berries, 
cedar and sugar pine branches; she 
purchased mums, carnations and cut 
cloth and cords to wrap the greenery. The Sunday prior to distribution the 
volunteers of the food pantry were joined by some from faith formation to 
form an assembly line to get the beautiful centerpieces put together.  They 
were well received by everyone and the volunteers had fun making them. A 
special thank you to Mary and all of the volunteers that made this Christmas 
distribution just a little more personal for those in need.  Lori Cleaver 


